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INTRODUCTION 
 

     The Louise Bransford McGavock Papers, 1930-1960, are centered around Louise 
Bransford McGavock (1878-1965), social leader and philanthropist of “Two Rivers” in 
Nashville, Tennessee. The McGavock papers are a gift from the Metro Historical 
Commission, Nashville, Tennessee. 
     The materials in this finding aid measure .84 cubic feet. There are no restrictions on 
the materials. 
     Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Louise Bransford McGavock Papers 
may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     These papers are centered around Louise Bransford McGavock (1878-1965), a social 
leader and philanthropist. She was the daughter of William and Manoah (McGavock) 
Bransford. She first married Hugh C. Kirkman, and then later went on to marry Spencer 
McGavock. Her home was Two Rivers Mansion, Nashville, Tennessee. 
     The collection contains financial records, clippings, correspondence, and 
miscellaneous membership cards. 

 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 

Louise Bransford McGavock  
 
1878               Born October 28, at “Melrose” in Nashville, Tennessee, the daughter of  
                       William and Manoah (McGavock) Bransford 
 
--                    Educated at Ward Seminary 
 
--                    Traveled in Europe 
 
1900               Made debut in Nashville society 
 
1902               Married (1) Hugh C. Kirkman 
 
1929               Married (2) Spencer McGavock and removed to “Two Rivers” estate 
 
1932               Removed with husband to “Melrose” estate 
 
1955               Sold “Melrose” property and removed back to “ Two Rivers” 
 
1956               Made possible the renovation and expansion of the hematology laboratory  
                       at Vanderbilt School of Medicine, Nashville, Tennessee 
 
--                    Donated the Carillion at Christ Episcopal Church in memory of her parents 
 
1965               November 22, died at “Two Rivers” and interred in Mt. Olivet Cemetery 
 
 
 
Organizations: 
 
Daughters of 1812 
Ladies Hermitage Association 
Polk Memorial Association 
Vanderbilt Aid 
 

 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box 1 
1.         Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1931-1949 
2.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1950-1953 
3.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1954 
4.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1955-1956 
5.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1957 
6.        Accounts – Bills, notes and receipts – Louise McGavock, 1958-1959 
7.        Cards – Membership – country club, library, etc. – 1953-1959 
8.        Clippings – General 
9.        Correspondence – Brockway – White 
 
Box 2 
1.        Financial Documents – Cancelled checks, 1930-1932 
2.        Financial Documents – Cancelled checks, 1956-1958 
3.        Insurance Papers – Automobile liability, n.d. 
4.        Licenses – Auto – miscellaneous, 1931-1953 
 

 
 
 
 
 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of  only the correspondence in the Louise Bransford McGavock 
Papers, together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  
The figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last 
numbers refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Brockway, J.G. to Mrs. Spence McGavock, 1929, re: purchase of an Eskimo puppy from  
          Brockway’s kennel, 1-9 
D. Sirgany-N. Dauod galleries to Louise McGavock, 1950, re: evaluation of jewelry  
          attached to letter, 1-9 
Dickinson, J.M. to Manoah Bransford, 1910, re: personal matters, 1-9 
Ferris, Raymond T. (2) to Louise McGavock, 1956, re: Eastern decorations of Christ  
          Episcopal Church, 1-9 
Gale, Dudley to Louise McGavock, n.d., re: personal matters, 1-9 
Henderson, Gerald D. to Louise McGavock, 1956, re: a cannon given to Mrs.  
         McGavock’s father by Judge Howell, 1-9 
Ligon, Vickie Bransford to Louise McGavock, 1950, re: telegram announcing the birth of  
          Vickie, 1-9 
McNeilly, W.W. (4) to Louise McGavock, 1950, re: banker transferred fund to checking  
          account for the purchase of jewelry; storage of a ring, 1-9 
Ramey, T.W. to Louise McGavock, 1932, re: personal matters, 1-9 
White, F. Fisher (7) to Louise McGavock, 1951-1956, re: annual reservations at  
          Malborough-Blenheim, Atlantic City, N.J., 1-9 
 


